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An Annual Payroll of $4,000,000 


N that time the Elk River company was only eight 

years old. It had been formed in 1904 by Joseph 

’ Gardner Bradley, a grandson, on his mother’s side, 
of the James D. Cameron who was Secretary of War 
in Grant’s second administration and who, in 1869, 
acquired the 80,000-acre tract of timberland that 
comprises the Elk River company property. Brad- 
ley, now seventy-two, and still the company’s dap- 
per, slender and vigorous president, has built it into 
a complex that consists of three towns, a twenty-mile 
railroad, a lumbering camp that supplies timbers for 
shoring his-mine drifts, and a mine with a productive 
capacity of 1,000,000 tons of high-quality bitumi- 

©nous coal a year. In good times it contributes an 
annual payroll of about $4,000,000 to West Vir- 
ginia’s economy. 

‘As Bradley’s operation grew, so grew the UMW 
determination to gain control of its labor. The 1912 
campaign was before Blizzard’s time in this area, 
and Bradley’s version is the only one available. He 


Widen and the initials of the National Recovery © 


Act. In those days there was no automobile road, 
and anybody who went to Widen had to get there 
on the company railroad. We went in, but they just 
rounded us up and shipped us out again, and that 
was that. I didn’t make an issue of it.” 

The company version is that Blizzard came into 
Widen and held organization meetings at various 
points around the town for three months, during 
which the response grew steadily more desultory, 
until he gave up and left. “There was no violence,” 
says a company Official, “except one instance where 
a special policeman tried to break up a meeting and 
had a scuffle with Blizzard.” , 

The third attempt, in 1941, was marked by lots of 
gunplay concerning which there are two versions. 
Bradley claims that Widen was besieged by 200 to 
300 UMW people, ‘brought in from outside,’’ who 
took up positions on the hills overlooking the camp 
and began shooting down into it. His employees, he 
says, got down their shotguns and rifles, formed into 
combat teams and chased the attackers away. Bliz- 
zard claims that his boys got shot at first, and, being 
only human, just naturally had to shoot back, but 
there is no explanation (Continued on Page 80) 
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